
Attachment 2
Definition of Terms

	Term


	Definition

	Allocation
	This term has different uses:  

1) in executive budgeting, allocations are budget authority and other resources transferred to another agency to carry out the purposes of the parent account; 

2) in congressional budgeting, an allocation is a distribution of the budget authority, outlays, and certain other resources set forth in a budget resolution to House or Senate committees with jurisdiction over such resources.  The allocation is made pursuant to Section 302a of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, and is followed by a subdivision of the allocation amounts among each committee’s programs or subcommittees.

3)   in DOE funds distribution, a further distribution of the amount received       in the AFP by the field elements.



	Allotment 


	An authorization by the head of an agency to subordinates to incur obligations within a specified amount.  The amount allotted by an agency cannot exceed the amount apportioned by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) or other statutory authority making funds available for obligation.  Allotments can convey legal limitations.



	Apportionment


	A distribution made by OMB to Federal agencies of amounts available for obligation.  Apportionments may divide these amounts by specific time periods (usually quarters), activities, projects, objects or a combination thereof.  Agencies may not obligate funds in excess of the budget authority apportioned to them.  In apportioning an account, some funds may be reserved to provide for contingencies to effect savings, pursuant to the Anti-deficiency Act; or may be proposed for deferral or recession pursuant to the Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (2 USC 681-688).



	Appropriation 

Act


	A law that permits Federal agencies to incur obligations and make payments out of the Treasury for specified purposes.  An appropriation usually follows the enactment of authorizing legislation.  Limitations imposed by appropriation.



	Approved Funding Program (AFP)
	Refers to a document issued to DOE field elements reflecting funds available for obligation and expenditure in each appropriation account.  Specifies the obligational control levels applicable to each program, subprogram, and activity.  The detailed breakdown of the allotment for management purposes.



	Authorization

Act


	A law permitting new or continued operation of federal programs and departments/agencies.  An authorization may be effective for one year, a fixed number of years, or an indefinite period.  There is no general requirement, either constitutional or statutory, that an appropriation act be preceded by a specific authorization act. 



	Base Table
	The document that displays budgetary resources available for obligation by the department at a level of detail consistent with Congressional intentions.



	Budget and Reporting Classifications
	B&R Codes.  Define the coding structure that parallels Department’s activities and programs.  This structure is used for executing the budget; reporting actual obligations, costs, and revenues.



	Budget Authority
	Authority to enter into obligations which will result in immediate or future outlays involving federal funds.  This term does not include authority to insure or guarantee the repayment of indebtedness incurred by another person or government.  The basic forms of budget authority are appropriations, contract authority, borrowing authority, and authority to obligate and expend offsetting receipts and collections.  Budget authority may be classified by (a) the period of availability (i.e., one-year, multiple year, no year), (b) the timing of congressional action (i.e., current or permanent), or (c) the manner of determining the amount available (i.e., definite or indefinite).



	Budget Resolution


	A concurrent resolution passed by both houses of Congress, but not requiring the president’s signature, setting forth or revising the congressional budget for each of five fiscal years.  The budget resolution sets forth various budget totals and functional allocations, and may include reconciliation instructions to designated House or Senate committees.  One budget resolution is scheduled for adoption each year, by April 15.



	Commercial Off-The-Shelf (COTS) Software 
	Software designed for a broad range of commercial customers, and maintained by the vendor.  Functionality will be based upon industry recognized best practices.  The software will be flexible and configurable so that variances in more specific requirements are handled via settings within the application(s) rather than customization of software application programs.

	Commitment 


	An administrative reservation of funds in anticipation of their obligation.

	Continuing Resolution


	A joint resolution enacted by Congress (when the new fiscal year is about to begin or has begun) to provide budget authority for federal agencies and programs to continue operations until the regular appropriations acts are enacted.  The continuing resolution may specify the rate at which the agency may incur obligations or it may provide definite appropriations in the same form as a regular appropriations act.



	Deferral
	Temporary withholding or delaying of obligational or expenditure of budget authority to provide for contingencies, achieve savings, greater efficiency, or as otherwise specifically provided by law.



	Division Code
	A means of grouping functionally related budget and reporting classifications that identify the Headquarters element responsible for developing, managing, and revising AFP data.



	Fiscal Year 
	The fiscal year for the federal government begins on October 1 and ends on September 30.  The fiscal year is designated by the calendar year in which it ends; for example, fiscal year 2001 is the year beginning October 2000 and ending September 30, 2001.



	Government Off-The-Shelf (GOTS) Software
	Software developed specifically for a government entity, based on common requirements for a majority of similar operations.  The software will be flexible and configurable so that variances in more specific requirements are handled via settings within the application(s) rather than customization of software application programs.

	Obligation 


	An order placed, contract awarded, service received or similar transaction during a given period that will require payments during the same or a future period.



	Reappropriation
	Congressional action to continue the availability, whether for the same or different purposes, of all or part of the unobligated portion of budget authority that has expired or would otherwise expire.  Reappropriations are counted as budget authority in the year for which the availability is extended.



	Reprogramming


	The shift of funds from one purpose to another within the same appropriation account.  Reprogramming is often preceded by consultation between the federal agencies and the appropriate congressional committees.  It sometimes involves formal notification and, in some instances, requires prior approval by congressional committees.



	Rescission of Budget Authority


	The cancellation of budget authority previously provided by Congress.  The Impoundment Control Act of 1974 specifies that the President may propose to Congress that funds be rescinded.  All funds proposed for rescission must be reported to Congress in a special message.  If both houses have not completed action on a recission proposal within 45 days of continuous session, any funds being withheld must be made available for obligation.



	Restructuring
	An action that involves using the funds as originally intended in the Department’s Congressional budget justification but reporting the funds differently from the form and detail in which the funds were proposed by the President and appropriated by the Congress. 



	Supplemental Appropriation


	Budget authority provided in an appropriations act in addition to regular or continuing appropriations already provided.  Supplemental appropriations are made to cover needs deemed too urgent to be postponed until the enactment of next year’s regular appropriations act.  Supplemental appropriations acts sometimes include items not included in regular appropriations acts for lack of timely authorization.



	Transfer


	The shifting of budget authority from one appropriation or fund account to another.  Transfer is prohibited without statutory authority.



	US Standard General Ledger (SGL)


	Provides a uniform Chart of Accounts and technical guidance to be used in standardizing Federal agency accounting, which supports the preparation of standard external reports required by central agencies (e.g., Treasury). 
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